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“RE-CONSTRUCTING QUEENSLAND”
A Summary and Highlights Document of The Australian Party’s key initiatives
to re-construct and re-invigorate Queensland.
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This document contains
a selection of policy
highlights so the reader
can, in a reasonable
timeframe; gather a
flavour for
The Australian Party’s
overall approach to
policy and its plan to
re-construct
Queensland.

Overarching Principle

The Queensland State budget involves current income in the order of $43 billion dollars
with strong predicted growth. There is plenty of money to do the things we need to do
as a State.
In order to address Queensland’s current financial issues, an Australian Party
Government will expand and stimulate the economic drivers of the State and will not sell
off the very assets which provide those economic drivers, or deliver the critical services
that are the core business of Government.
Government under The Australian Party will switch from “selling and spending” to
“building and wealth generating”.
Any political party that approaches the State’s current problems from an asset sale point
of view demonstrates their inability to stimulate economic drivers in the economy and
their lack of vision for future generations. This approach needs to be avoided at all costs.
Economic impact of the following selected initiatives:
Creates:
60,000 new full time jobs over 6 years.
Provides:
Combined $20-25 Billion of new government and private 		
infrastructure investment.
Paid for:
Out of re-allocation of existing planned expenditure, financial gains from
new wealth generating projects and forecast economic growth.

The Plan:

The Australian Party, upon forming government, will implement the following
“Re-constructing Queensland” plan.

The top level principle
applying to State
Road infrastructure
for Brisbane city is to
connect the Brisbane
CBD with areas of new
lower cost land and
housing.

Implement a
Government purchasing
philosophy that directs
Queensland taxpayer
funds to be spent
with Queensland
taxpaying companies
on Queensland or
Australian products.
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Highlights - Roads

Scrap the $8 billion dollar Brisbane CBD light rail project and divert the funds to:
•

Upgrade the Bruce Highway

•

Construct the Toowoomba range bypass

•

Upgrade the highway from the Gateway bridge to Nambour/Sunshine Coast
(including the D’Aguilar Highway) allowing for safe 125kmph traffic flow

•

Build a 125kmph link road from the Sunshine Coast to the South Burnett

•

Develop substantial car parking nodes close to the Brisbane CBD, e.g. 1000
to 2000 vehicles at Kangaroo Point connected to the CBD by a cross-river
pedestrian/cyclist connection.

•

Scrap all T2 lanes in the State

Note:

The high speed road between the Sunshine coast and Brisbane (Including
D’Aguilar diversion) will allow better population distribution and access to lower
cost land and houses for families.

Note:

The South Burnett - Sunshine Coast Link opens up significant country for sub
divisions and lower cost housing, and links two of Queensland’s premier regional
tourism locations for mutual tourism and lifestyle opportunities.

Note:

The top level principle applying to State Road infrastructure for Brisbane city is
to connect the Brisbane CBD with areas of new lower cost land and housing. An
example of which would be the Caboolture and D’Aguilar range region.

Highlights - Business and Industry
•

Increase the payroll tax threshold from $1 million to $2 million. All 7,500
businesses currently registered for payroll tax will receive a direct benefit
from this initiative. A large proportion of small to medium enterprises will find
themselves removed from the effects of payroll tax altogether. Additionally, this
will remove the disincentive for expansion from thousands of small businesses
and is expected to generate in excess of 10,000 jobs in our first term of
government.

•

Cancel the current tender that is likely to see Queensland’s electric trains
manufactured in China and enter into a long-term exclusive supply agreement
with Downer EDI’s Maryborough plant for the continued supply of electric trains
for Queensland.

•

Enter into long-term contracts for the supply of rail wagons from Ipswich.

•

Implement a Government purchasing philosophy that directs Queensland
taxpayer funds to be spent with Queensland taxpaying companies on
Queensland or Australian products, in that order, unless such products or
services are unavailable.
This would include, for example, mandating
			
Queensland steel, glass, bricks, aluminium, cement, 			
		
and timber in new Queensland Government buildings.
It would extend to all facets of Government purchasing
			
including electric motors, tyres, uniforms, etc.

Implement an
immediate 12 month
moratorium on new
applications.

Foreign FIFO Workers
will not be allowed in
Queensland mines.

•

Reduce Woolworths and Coles market share in the retail supermarket sector to
no more than 22%.

•

Ensure that Woolworths and Coles do not unfairly abuse their market power in
ancillary industries such as fuel, hardware, liquor, general retail, insurance etc.

Highlights - Coal Seam Gas
•

Implement an immediate 12 month moratorium on new applications.

•

Prohibit any drilling near the Great Artesian Basin and other underground
aquifers.

•

Reinstate the land owner’s right to say no to entry on their land by CSG
companies.

•

Designate specific areas as off limits.

Highlights - Mining
•

Invest in infrastructure to open up the North West mineral province. This will
include the clean energy corridor referred to following in “Power Generation”. The
net effect of these two initiatives will see the opening of at least 12 new mines in
Queensland’s North West, accessing an extra $10 billion of mineral income per
annum, delivering a windfall in royalties and payroll tax to the Queensland treasury
over $1 billion per annum continuing into future generations.

•

Reduce the mine license approval time to 12 months, down from the current 3 to
7 year process. A short-term effect of this will be to bring State income budgeted
for future years forward, and in the medium to long term attract additional mining
activities and investments.

Introduce a “royalties for regions” program where:
20% of royalties will be returned to the regions that the mining
			
activity is occuring in to be invested by thelocal community on agreed
		
community development programs
			
including roads, parks, swimming pools, infrastructure, etc. Such
			
projects to be determined by the local community in cooperation
			
with the local council.
An additional 2% of royalties to be used for creating trades
			
apprenticeship positions in cooperation with mining operations.
Note: All royalties for regions will constitute a real increase above normal government
spending allocations for the area. The towns affected by large scale mining
operations suffer dramatic impacts on their local infrastructure which the
royalties aim to address.
•

•

Where necessary, provide tax incentives for companies and individuals to purchase
homes and reside locally in towns at or near mine sites in order to minimise the
amount of Fly In Fly Out workers in an area. State based incentives could include
housing stamp duty relief, payroll tax relief and/or specific royalty reliefs.
The provision of incentives and the return of royalties to local communities to
build better living environments should naturally limit the attractiveness of FIFO
arrangements.
It is in the interests of the towns, the mine owners and the miners themselves
to keep families close together during a working week. This will reduce the rate
of staff turnover, depression and marriage break ups and ultimately provide
significant benefits to both the individual and the community at large.
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All royalties for
regions will constitute
a real increase
above normal
government spending
allocations for the
area.

•

Foreign FIFO Workers will not be allowed in Queensland mines.

•

Mandate a local economic development plan as part of the mining application.
The plan would demonstrate the economic development initiatives the mine is
implementing to benefit the local community or region it resides in. This plan
will include commitments to source goods and services for the mine from local
businesses, and would include details of local consumables (e.g. fruit and
vegetables, office supplies, car tyres, services, etc) that will be sourced from the
local communities.

•

Invest in rail and canal infrastructure to allow the cost efficient transport of
product from the North West Mineral province.

•

Provide, by negotiation, incentives to industry to encourage mineral processing
in Queensland. Various options for available incentives would include:
Royalty relief
Tax incentives
Co-investment by government with industry including
			
the prospect of GOCO (Government Owned Company
			
Operated) processing.
Provision of funds at government interest rates.

Deliver an immediate
7% reduction in
the retail price
of electricity for
all household and
business electricity
users in the State
by removing the
Competitive Neutrality
Fees.

Reduce the price of
fuel to consumers at
the petrol bowser.
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Highlights - Power Generation
•

Deliver an immediate 7% reduction in the retail price of electricity for all
household and business electricity users in the State by removing the
Competitive Neutrality Fees (effectively a competition tax). These fees inflate
the cost of capital for Powerlink, Ergon Energy and ENERGEX unnecessarily,
therefore artificially increasing the cost of electricity to Queensland customers
and businesses.

•

Create the Clean Energy Corridor from Townsville to Mt Isa which will open up
the North West mineral province by providing 1000km of high voltage electricity
line, and will specifically deliver the following strategic projects:
The Hughenden Wind Farm - Australia’s largest wind
			
generating power project.
The Pentland Solar Bio-Fuels project.
The Clean Energy Corridor will provide approximately 7millionMWh of renewable
energy by 2020 (approx. 2,000MW capacity).
Note:

$750M of Federal Government funding is already committed for this project
through the solar flagships and the national energy highway program.

•

Support the establishment of new coal-fired power stations in both central and
north Queensland using refined coal and/or bio-sequestration and/or algae
carbon diesel conversion to offset any carbon emissions and costs. This will
ensure electricity supply remains high and downward pressure on prices to
households and industry.

•

Provide debt financing, at the State’s cost of capital, to sugar mill cogeneration
or bio-fuels projects where these projects are approved by a newly established
Energy Investment Committee against typical commercial criteria.

•

Provide $200M per annum for 7 years to incentivise sugar mills to convert to full
electricity generation using sugar cane fibre. The initiative will be financed out of
subsidy substitution and delivering lower cost electricity.

•

Create a domestic reserve of export thermal coal and gas to remove supplyside constraints and keep downward pressure on electricity prices. This system
will essentially mandate that a minimum percentage of Queensland’s coal and
gas is sold for use into the domestic Queensland market. Such percentage will
be reviewed annually to ensure a competitive market that favours the people of
Queensland.

Highlights - Bio-Fuels

Mandate ethanol in Queensland fuel, which will:
•

Reduce the price of fuel to consumers at the petrol bowser.

•

Reduce carbon emissions well beyond any current carbon reducing initiatives
planned by the State and Federal Government.

•

Create 20,000 new jobs in Queensland and create possibly our biggest longterm export industry.

Create a State
arbitration board to
arbitrate minimum
farm gate prices.

Provide an additional
$90M of recurrent
funding to the rural fire
service.
Provide industry
funding for key
industries and projects
of State significance.

Seniors card to start
at age 60 in-line with
other States.

•
•

Save the Queensland Sugar industry (still the State’s largest employer).
Restore viability in the grains industry and similarly to the cattle industry (for
cattle - by way of supplying low cost stock feed).

•

Reduced lung and heart disease mortality from vehicle emissions in our most
densely populated cities. A bigger cause of motor vehicle related deaths than
motor-vehicle accidents.

•

Provide subsidies for the establishment of Ethanol producing infrastructure
at Queensland sugar mills either directly or by provision of capital at State
Government rates through the newly established State Government bank.

Highlights - Rural Industries
•

Create a State arbitration board to arbitrate minimum farm gate prices.
The objective will be to ensure farmers are not forced to sell product
			
below the cost of production, they can achieve a fair commercial return
			
for their produce, and re-establish orderly marketing. Particularly
			
where the market becomes dysfunctional as it currently is.
•

Create a new Department of Primary Industries to be overseen by an extended
portfolio of Food Fibre and Energy.

•

Upgrade Queensland Rural Adjustment Authority (QRAA) to accommodate
failing rural industries

•

Introduce an all seasons insurance market to underwrite farm incomes.

•

Reregulate the Dairy industry to provide a system of orderly arrangements
resulting in profits for producers.

•

Refocus research and development to profit rather than production.

•

Develop extensive ethanol production from both sugar and grain industries.

•

Compulsory arbitration between growers and millers in the sugar industry.

•

Require a sales docket and trust fund system for all fruit and vegetable grower
sales in Queensland.

•

Ban imported bananas from sale in Qld to protect against imported diseases
destroying Queensland’s 4th biggest employer.

Highlights - Emergency Services and Policing
•

Transfer responsibility for the Emergency Management Queensland Helicopters
to the Queensland Police Service to deliver a permanent police helicopter
service for the Gold Coast, Brisbane, Townsville and Cairns.

•

Provide an additional $90M of recurrent funding to the rural fire service.

•

Install Sat Nav and vehicle recognition units in all Police vehicles.

Highlights - Banking and Insurance
•

Re-establish a State Bank that will:
Provide the Queensland Government with an ability to increase
			
competition in the banking sector in those areas deemed
			
necessary for the benefit of Queenslanders.
Provide industry funding for key industries and projects of State
			
significance.
•

Issue State-guaranteed bonds at a 5% interest rate, providing the funds needed
for infrastructure such as roads, ports, dams, ethanol conversion, etc.

•

Re-instate a State Government Insurance Office to ensure appropriate
competition and coverage in the insurance market, particularly against flood,
natural disaster and small business professional indemnity and public liability
cover.

Highlights - Seniors
•

Free State Government run public transport for all seniors, Mon-Fri, for boarding
9.00am – 2.00pm.

•

Seniors card to start at age 60 in-line with other States

•

Seniors to have one stamp duty free property transaction to facilitate downsizing
from the family home.
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Facilitate the
construction of a
cruise ship terminal
at the Gold Coast
Broadwater.

Reduce the current
re-offending rate for
prisoners.

Highlights - Tourism
•

Allow all Queensland public servants to salary sacrifice any holiday in
Queensland for our first full term. Commitment will be reviewed based on its
level of take up for any further terms.

•

Increase spending on Australian and Queensland advertising programs to boost
Queensland tourism.

•

Build Australia’s premier art and fashion centre in the Versace Marina Mirage
precinct at the Gold Coast.

•

Facilitate the construction of a cruise ship terminal at the Gold Coast Broadwater

•

Build breakwater safe harbor access and tie up facilities for recreational fishing
and boating and permanent moorings at regular intervals along the coast.

•

Provide $10M per annum to support an outcomes dependant program to bring
Chinese tourists to Australia.

•

$25M per annum for two parliamentary terms to assist strategic tourism facility
operators re-develop tourism infrastructure in the Great Barrier Reef marine park
region.

•

$10M per annum to address facility constraints for caravan and motor home
tourism in regional and rural areas by allowing use of temporary facilities like
show grounds during peak seasons but also to support additional permanent
infrastructure.

Highlights - Prisoner Rehabilitation
•

Introduce a Payslip for Prisoner scheme where prisoners have the capacity to
earn a wage for effort in prison. The proceeds of which, in the first instance, will
be directed to victim compensation and their prison living costs.

•

The overall objective is to reduce the current re-offending rate for prisoners,
which is currently in the order of 60% by empowering the prisoners and reinstating their self worth.

Highlights - Affordable Housing

The right to secure a
title deed.

Repeal the
Queensland Civil
Union laws.
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•

Remove restrictions on the creation of 1 hectare subdivisions to create
affordable housing and increase land supply.

•

The new 125kmph highways will allow more convenient living in lower cost
housing zones in South East Queensland.

Highlights - First Australians
•

Give First Australians the same rights as enjoyed by the rest of the world and
every other Australian – the right to secure a title deed on that 25% of Australia
which is ‘supposedly’ owned by them. They will be given an inalienable title deed
on DOGIT areas to their home, farm, business and land so that they can say like
every other Australian, “this is my land”. This will provide, facilitate and enable
economic development – impossible without a title deed.

•

Require the construction of all houses and other such public works carried out
on first Australian reserved land to be by local Indigenous labour; unemployment
benefits will subsidise such wages.

•

Scrap Wild Rivers legislation to ensure that first Australians have the opportunity
to utilise the land that they are currently locked out of.

•

Promote and facilitate trades and training programs specifically targeted at first
Australian employment opportunities on remote mine sites. Unemployment
rates in first Australian communities in close proximity to many mine sites are
alarmingly high and represent an unused pool of labour.

•

Allocate the required amount to pay out the remaining wages owed to first
Australians.

Highlights - Social
•

Create community benefit boards in every electorate to oversee the local
distribution of gambling benefit grants to not for profit organisations. 50% of all
pokies proceeds to be distributed equally to every electorate equating to $3.2M
per annum per electorate in present terms.

•

Repeal the Queensland Civil Union laws.

Highlights - Education
•

Scrap the year 7 transition to high school program, the cost of which is estimated at around $618M dollars but is
expected to exceed $1billion. This will relieve pressure on high schools that will find it difficult to accommodate the extra
students and stop hundreds of regional and rural primary schools from closure.

•

This will also protect the current employment status of thousands of primary school teachers whose jobs are now in
jeopardy.

•

$60M per annum increase in research and development to our universities, institutions, individuals and business for
medical, (Australia is a still a leader here) scientific, technological and agricultural research.

Highlights - Health
•

Re-instate Local hospital boards

•

Address the current imbalance between administration and “direct contact” Queensland Health personnel.

•

$40M per annum to re-open maternity wards across Queensland in strategic centres. 45 have been closed in regional
and rural areas in the past 10 years.

•

Allocate an additional $1M per annum to provide training for hospital superintendants on anaesthetics and gynaecology.

•

Allocate an additional $2M per annum for the systematic re-commissioning of existing emergency operating theatres.

•

Provide $32M for a new Hospital in Edmonton (Southern Cairns)

•

As a general principle, ensure patients are given an appointment date and time, or at least a clear timeframe as to when
they will be seen. Otherwise we have no measure of the real waiting times to see a specialist and where resources
need to be allocated to fix our health system.

Highlights - Local Government
•

Scrap the waste levy imposed from the State on Councils.

•

Return all previously owned water infrastructure to local councils.

•

Facilitate de-amalgamation of councils where there is majority community request.

•

Give executive powers back to local councillors.

Highlights - Public Transport
•

Paper tickets to be brought into line with Go Card prices (approx 30% reduction).

•

Introduction of a daily cap to the equivalent of two journeys.

•

Reverse recent 15% fee hike back into line with CPI.

•

Add a passenger rail service on the interstate line from Acacia Ridge to Beaudesert to service the second fastest growth
area in Queensland.

Highlights - Vehicle Registrations
•

Standardise the price of all passenger vehicle registrations down to the current 4cycl rate. One engine one price.

•

Reduce the price of commercial vehicle registration for individuals and small to medium enterprises by 25%
immediately.

•

Scrap Rego stickers, saving $9,000,000 annually. Registration linked to registration plates as per Western Australian
system.

Highlights - Foreign Ownership
•

Introduce State based limitations (maximum 49% foreign interest) on foreign ownership of agricultural land and strategic
business infrastructure including ports, roads, rail, utilities etc.

Highlights - Country Racing
•

$7M per year for the full term of the next government to reinvigorate country racing.

Highlights - Outdoor Recreation
•

Establish the Queensland Fish and Wildlife Authority to promote and facilitate safe and sustainable fish and wildlife
activities throughout the State, including:
Implement net free and or recreational only fishing areas around all large cities and towns on the
			
coast and smaller towns that want one.
Declare Tailor, Australian Salmon and all Trevally species to be recreational only fish.
Develop Freshwater fisheries to a higher standard to grow regional tourism
Allow recreational fishing with one line and one hook in selected green zones and marine parks where there is
			
no threat to biodiversity.
Review all current marine parks and remove classifications on those where there is no evidence based
			
justification.
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•

Promote fish and hunting tourism
Manage a duck and quail season
Support the harvesting and export of wild venison
Implement a system of using licensed firearm owners to cull feral and introduced pests on Government lands
where it is safe to do so.

Apply to modify the National Firearm Agreement to give licensed shooters access to the same firearms that farmers do
for the same activities.

Highlights - Reinstate control of your back yard
•

Restore the concept that a person’s home is “their” home and not the Crown’s. That person is free to do what they want
in their home, including for example, removing a flying fox or snake however they so choose.

Highlights - Property Acquisition
•

Construct and prepare an amendment to the State constitution requiring the Queensland Government to pay
Queenslanders compensation for property acquisitions on the same terms as the Federal Constitution.

Highlights - Recycling
•

Introduce a $0.10 recycle scheme for recyclable items, along the same lines as South Australia

On March 24 vote for your country.
Vote 1 The Australian Party

Bob Katter

Bob Katter has been the Federal Member for Kennedy
since 1993, following a highly successful 18 year career in
Queensland State politics where he held four Ministerial
positions.

Vote

1

Aidan McLindon

Aidan was elected as Member for Beaudesert in March 2009
and has served on the Community Affairs Committee and the
Law, Justice and Safety Committee. He studied politics and
government at Griffith University and holds a BA majoring in
Public Policy.
In August 2011 he became the State Leader of Katter’s
Australian Party.

The Australian Party
Authorised by L. Shaw, Banyo Qld 4014.
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